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Racing and risk-taking by young drivers plagues UK roads and must be stopped through urgent Government action, finds research launched today
Invitation to attend Westminster press conference by national road safety charity, Tuesday 7 November

A third of young people (32%) have driven or been a passenger in a road race, finds a survey of nearly 4,500 young people across the UK. The survey is being released today by road safety charity Brake at a Westminster press conference for National Road Safety Week. The charity will also uncover statistics showing the appalling extent of deaths and injuries of young people in road crashes – the biggest killer of 15-24 year-olds.

The conference will be addressed by Bob Ashford, head of prevention at the Youth Justice Board, who will speak about the unacceptable levels of risk-taking among young drivers and the need to educate young people about the impact of their actions. Bob Ashford will be joined by: Brake’s head of campaigns Cathy Keeler; paralympic gold medallist Danny Crates (seriously injured in a road crash); bereaved parents; and a young man who suffered serious injuries as a self-confessed boy racer which now affect his speech and mobility. Brake will be calling for the introduction of graduated driver licensing, placing restrictions on novice drivers, enabling them to develop driving skills gradually. 
Road Safety Week is co-ordinated by Brake and supported by ASDA, Direct Line, and Green Flag Motoring Assistance. 

Journalists, photographers and film crews are invited to attend the press conference and a photocall: 
PRESS CONFERENCE –
Time: 10.30AM Tuesday, 7 November (coffee and croissants from 10AM)

Location: Abbey Community Centre, Great Smith Street, Westminster SW1P 3BU (next door to DfES)
PHOTOCALL –
Time: 11AM Tuesday 7 November

Location: Abbey Community Centre yard (elevated shots can be taken from Abbey Community Centre balcony)
Image: 23 young people standing by a crashed car – with a banner saying ‘23 young people killed and seriously injured in vehicles every day’.

Government statistics uncovered by Brake and released today reveal that one young driver or passenger is killed or seriously injured EVERY HOUR on UK roads.
 In 2005 in the UK 846 drivers, passengers and motorcyclists aged 15-25 were killed, 7,362 were seriously injured and 62,146 were slightly injured.
 
Other results from Brake’s survey of 4,486 young people aged 15-25 in the UK include:

· A third (30%) have driven without a licence

· One in 14 (7%) has driven a stolen vehicle

· One in five (18%) has been a passenger with a driver who they knew was unlicensed, uninsured, or who had stolen the car

· Two in five (38%) don’t always belt up in the back

· One in three young people (30%) has been a passenger in a car driven by a driver on drink or drugs
Out of the young people surveyed who drive:

· Almost half (45%) break 30mph limits by 10mph or more. Of these, three-fifths (59%) are male
· One in five (19%) young drivers has overtaken at speed when they are unsure of what is coming in the other direction. Of these, seven out of 10 (71%) are male
· A quarter of young drivers (25%) have driven at more than 70mph on a rural road. Of these, two-thirds (64%) are male
· One in five (21%) drive after drinking alcohol 

· Almost one in ten (9%) drive on illegal drugs

Brake is calling on the Government to take action to tackle road death and injury involving young people. Brake is calling for:

· A system of graduated driver licensing (GDL), so there is a minimum period of learning to drive, followed by a provisional licence period where newly-qualified drivers have restrictions placed upon them, such as night-time driving curfews and limits on numbers of passenger. GDL radically reduced car crash injuries to 15-19 year-olds (by 23%) when introduced in New Zealand.

· Compulsory road safety education in schools for all ages, so that young people develop an understanding of the risks of the road by the time they leave school and learn to drive.

· Year-round prime-time TV advertising aimed at young people on key safe driving topics such as speeding, drink and drug driving and seat belt use. 

· More investment in dedicated traffic police and enforcement technology, such as Automatic Number Plate Recognition cameras, designed to catch unlicensed and uninsured drivers.

There is growing pressure for Government action to tackle road death and injury involving young people. On 20 September 2006 the Association of British Insurers issued a report calling for measures including a minimum learning period and reducing night-time driving among novice drivers. The report was supported by Brake, the RAC Foundation, the Parliamentary Advisory Council for Transport Safety, RoadSafe and the Make Roads Safe Campaign.
Despite running a consultation on ways to improve the learning to drive process in 2002
 – and flagging up young driver and passenger deaths as a key concern in 2004
 – the Government is yet to take convincing action to tackle the problem.

The press conference will be attended by three people directly affected by young driver crashes, who will be available for interview: Gloria Marshall, Steve Mohabir and Nick Bennett.
In May 2004, Gloria Marshall’s two children Aaron, 20, and Katherine, 18, were killed while travelling in a car with a 19 year-old driver and two other friends. They were heading to Brighton when their car skidded, flipped over the crash barrier and hit another car coming the other way. The police investigation suggested the driver of Aaron and Katherine’s car was doing 100mph. Gloria says: “In May 2004 a young speeding driver changed my family’s lives forever. My 20 year-old son Aaron and my 18 year-old daughter Katherine were killed in a horrific crash that ended the lives of eight people. Many young drivers see driving as thrilling and exciting, an expression of their freedom. Some come under intense peer pressure to take risks behind the wheel. But as I know all too well, the combination of inexperience and risk-taking can be devastating. I’m helping to launch Road Safety Week to urge every driver – young and old – to take responsibility for their actions behind the wheel and make a pledge to drive safely. That means never speeding, never driving on drink or drugs, and always belting up. By doing this, we will be working as a community to stop needless tragedies like the death of my children.”
In May 2004, Steve Mohabir, his two year-old son Marcus and two friends, Toby and Kate Beasley, had been for a day out in Brighton. They were on their way home when a car travelling the other way mounted the crash barrier and landed on their car. The car that hit them contained Gloria Marshall’s children. When Steve woke up in hospital, his wife told him that their son and two friends had all been killed. Steve says: “My whole life was torn apart in May 2004. I was coming back from a day at the beach with my two-year old son and two friends. A young, speeding driver crashed into the car we were travelling in. I was the only survivor. Eight people died – including my son. I’m pleading with all young drivers – don’t be over-confident in your abilities behind the wheel and don’t be tempted to speed for fun or thrills. Do everything you can to drive safely – to make sure you don’t cause a tragedy like the one that struck us that day.”  

Nick Bennett was a self-confessed ‘boy racer’. In July 2002, Nick set off to work and came up behind two slow vehicles. He pulled out to overtake and crashed into a three-tonne lorry. His brain stem was severely twisted in the crash, affecting his mobility, speech and nervous system. He now uses a wheel chair and can only walk with a frame. 
Nick says: “I was just an average 17 year-old bloke – I loved playing football, going out with my mates and driving my car. Now I can’t do any of those things. I used to regularly take risks while driving – speeding, racing my mates, overtaking dangerously – and never thought much of it. Then one day I really paid for my stupidity. I overtook and crashed into a truck. I spent three months in a coma and now I’m in a wheelchair. I need help with most day-to-day tasks, although I try my best to do things for myself. My message to other young drivers is this: please learn from my mistakes - don’t think you can get away with speeding and being an idiot behind the wheel without suffering the consequences.”  

Cathy Keeler, head of campaigns at Brake, says: “It is a national tragedy that so many young drivers are killing and seriously injuring themselves and others on our roads - and an outrage that more is not being done to address this carnage. Yet road deaths and injuries are preventable – through young drivers taking more responsibility for their actions, and combined effort by parents, communities and our Government to help young drivers stay safe. The Government has so far failed to take decisive action to tackle young driver crashes. As well as compulsory road safety education in schools, we urgently need ‘graduated driver licensing’ – a system supported by road safety experts and shown to reduce casualties when introduced in other countries. Every day the Government fails to act, more young people die and suffer life-changing injuries in needless tragedies.”
Bob Ashford, head of prevention at the Youth Justice Board for England and Wales, says: "Risk-taking among young people can be an important part of their development but, in working with young people, it is important they understand the impact of their behaviour on themselves as well as others in the community. Young men in particular often take unacceptable risks around cars which can result in horrific crashes. The consequences are enormous, such as young drivers killing or seriously injuring themselves and others. They can also receive criminal records - even ending up in custody - for a range of driving offences. We need to find sophisticated ways to convey to young people the impact of their actions and provide constructive activities that mean young people do not look to reckless driving for excitement."
Danny Crates, 2004 Paralympic 800m Champion, says: "I was just 21 when I lost my arm as a result of a road crash in 1994. My life is great now, but it could have been a lot easier with two arms. I hope that Road Safety Week will encourage young drivers to do everything they can to stay safe behind the wheel – to help prevent more young people suffering the same life-changing injuries that have affected me and some of my Paralympic colleagues."
The facts about young drivers and passengers
· Road crashes are the biggest killer of 15-24 year-olds.

· One in eight car licence holders are aged under 25, 
 yet one in three (33%) drivers who die on UK roads are under 25 (up from 29% in 2004). 

· One in four (26%) convictions for causing death by dangerous driving are against under-21s.

· The Government set a target of reducing road deaths and serious injuries in Britain by 40% by 2010, compared to the average for 1994-98. 
 It did not set any specific target for reducing young driver and passenger casualties or fatal and serious injury crashes involving young drivers. 
About Brake’s survey
Brake surveyed 4,486 young people, aged 15-25, in a variety of locations across the UK. Surveys were completed anonymously by students in secondary schools, sixth form colleges and further education colleges. 
Notes for editors
Brake is an independent national road safety charity. Brake exists to stop the 9 deaths and 89 serious injuries that happen on UK roads every day and to care for families bereaved and seriously injured in road crashes.  Brake produces educational literature, runs community training programmes and runs events including Road Safety Week (6–12 November 2006).  Brake’s Fleet Safety Forum provides up-to-date fleet safety resources for fleet managers. BrakeCare, Brake’s support division, cares for road crash victims through a helpline and other services.
To attend the launch or set up interviews with a Brake representative or Gloria Marshall, Steve Mohabir, Nick Bennett, Bob Ashford or Danny Crates, call 01484 559909 (or 07976 069159 out of hours).
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