Hello. My name is Michelle Kirby. 

On the evening of the 28th April this year, my family’s lives were shattered when my nephew Tommy was killed by a car.  Tommy was just 10 years old with the best years of his life ahead of him.  Tommy was a much loved son, brother, grandson, nephew and cousin who is missed hugely by me and my family.
He was hit on a crossing on a 30mph road. He was thrown approximately 60ft on impact, leaving him with multiple traumatic injuries so severe that he stood no chance of survival. If the limit had been set to 20mph rather than 30mph, Tommy might still be here today. 
If we are honest with ourselves, then most people have to admit to creeping over the speed limit at times. Yet we’ve all seen the adverts on TV showing what speed can do to a child. 

Hit at 20mph, 95% of people survive, according to the Government. We all need to slow down, and we can all do that, today. And the Government needs to reduce the speed limit to 20mph in towns and villages to help us to do this. 
Ever since that fateful night just over 6 months ago life for me and my family has obviously changed forever.  At just 10 years old there was still so much for Tommy to enjoy and experience in life.  So many things that we all take for granted, silly things like girlfriends, football matches, pubs, stuff that teenagers across the whole world do every day without giving it a second thought.
Tommy was a very bright, fun-loving and cheeky boy. He had a unique personality and a vivid imagination. He loved dinosaurs, Steven Gerrard and Doctor Who. He also loved his family very much.
One can only imagine what Tommy’s parents, Lynsey & Lloyd, have gone through these last 6 months and will do for the rest of their lives.  A simple visit to the supermarket, walking past any school, certain TV programmes.  All everyday things that bring back memories of the son they cherished and rightfully believed would be with them for the rest of their lives. Tommy also has a brother, Alfie, who is just 4 year’s old and young cousins, my children, who are all still at odds to understand just where their beloved cousin, their hero, has gone.  
Those of you here who have your own children, the next time you have a conversation with your child, cuddle them, put them to bed or even tell them off, please spare a thought for Tommy’s mum and dad. Could you imagine never being able to do that with your child ever again?
So, please, please, please help us avoid another dreadful loss and heartache like this and back our campaign to cut the speed limit to 20mph in built up areas. One day it could be you affected by such an appalling tragedy.
