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We should all feel ashamed. 

Because it is shameful that any child, in the 21st century, in a country as developed as ours, should be crushed to death under the wheels of a vehicle. 

We teach our children to respect adults as their elders and betters: to listen to their teachers and their parents; to be polite and helpful to neighbours. 

Yet we also must teach our children that the same adults may be so thoughtless, so lacking in imagination and care for their fellow man, so in a rush, so distracted, or - in the case of young male adults - so desperate to test their limits, that these same adults will break speed limits around homes and schools, hit a child, and crush their skull or their chest or their back so hard that the child is killed, or the child can never walk again, or the child can never talk or think properly again. We must teach our children that, in the UK, this will happen to 7 children every day of the year. That a further 32 children will be slightly injured every day in this way. That a further 34 children will be killed or injured inside a vehicle due to the bad driving of grown ups every day. That, in total, 73 children will be hurt on roads every day – 1 every 20 minutes.  
That 22 more children died on roads in 2006 compared with 2005, despite Government targets to reduce child road deaths and serious injuries by 50% by 2010. That this target was set in 2000 but using a base line of casualty figures from the mid-90s, meaning the Government knew it had already half reached its target before the target was set. That, since 2003, there has only been a reduction of 4% in child deaths on roads. That this is despite 8% more children now being driven to school compared with the mid 90s, partly due to fear of traffic.
That children are more likely to die on foot in the UK than in most Western European countries. The UK’s child pedestrian death rate (per population) is fifth worst in a list of 15 Western European countries, three times higher than Norway and Sweden, and twice as high as France and Denmark. Shameful. 
And then we have to teach our children that most adults’ excuses for their diabolical behaviour resulting in such gruesome deaths are so lame that they wouldn’t stand up even in a primary school classroom. ‘I was in a rush.’ ‘My mind was elsewhere.’ ‘I was taking a call on my phone.’ ‘I didn’t see the speed limit sign.’ ‘My speed just crept up – it’s so hard to stay within limits.’ Or even, ‘The kid just ran out – it was their fault’ – in other words, some grown ups think that a child deserves the death sentence if they make a mistake. 
And then we have to teach our children that most of these appalling deaths don’t get reported on the national news. That this is because simply not enough children are killed in one go. That one death of one child isn’t important enough, and therefore hundreds of deaths of hundreds of children on hundreds of days also isn’t important enough. That road deaths of children are just too ‘every day’. That if these children had died in a school classroom because a slag heap had collapsed on them, or because a gunman had let loose on them, then, and only then, would the story of dying children have mattered enough to devote pages of newsprint and hours of broadcast time to it, and mattered enough to politicians to swear that such events would never, ever, happen again. 

116 children dying under a slag heap in a Welsh village called Aberfan makes us all feel sick to the stomach. We think of the carnage. We think of the emergency services searching for the dead bodies. We think of the parents and the community. We remember. 

These 116 terrible deaths happened 31 years ago in 1966. Yet we can predict, with almost grim certainty, that an Aberfan disaster will have happened on our roads by the end of next June; because this is the number of children killed on our roads every 8 months. 

Every road death is as gruesome on our roads as it is under a slag heap. Every death requires a police or fire officer to – sometimes literally – scrape a child’s body off the tarmac, or retrieve their body parts from roadside bushes or ditches. Every death devastates families and communities. 

No innocent child full of love and wonder for the world will ever understand that drivers don’t bother to care for the safety of children on foot and bikes who are simply out and about in their community, visiting their local park, or going to their local shop, or walking home on a dark winter’s night from school. That the deaths of children in such enormous numbers and so violently are largely forgotten in the national consciousness. That ‘accidents will always happen – oh well.’ That parents will continue to mourn in front of the smallest coffins, containing the most mutilated, small bodies. This is the stuff of Dickens, not the 21st century.  

So the child says: ‘Mummy, why doesn’t the Government make drivers slow down, and put them in prison if they don’t?’

And then we have to explain to our children that national politicians don’t always make the rules. That, our Government has, in many ways, washed its hands of children’s safety by passing the responsibility for road safety on to Local Authorities. This is the Government that has developed academically-evaluated manuals for pedestrian and cycling training schemes,  produced guidance notes for local authorities on how to conduct child road safety ‘audits’, produced guidance notes on how to set speed limits including 20mph zones, produced guidance notes on how to set up child-friendly streets called ‘Home Zones’, and produced guidance notes on teaching road safety in schools through Personal Social and Health Education. This is the Government that helps fund educational, grassroots initiatives including Road Safety Week, and that funds (too few) advertising campaigns on child safety. This is the Government that has this year produced a child road safety strategy. 
Yet this is the Government that doesn’t require Local Authorities to implement 20mph zones around schools, and many Local Authorites don’t. This is the Government that doesn’t require children to be taught about road safety by their Local Authority or teachers, and many are not. This is the Government that doesn’t monitor numbers of 20mph zones or other child safety measures implemented by Local Authorities. This is the Government that does require Local Authorities and schools to carry out child safety audits, and write School Travel Plans to promote walking and cycling, but does not monitor the safety value of the resultant documents – there are schools in contact with Brake who have School Travel Plans promoting walking and cycling, but who have yet to see action by their Local Authorities to address clear and present dangers on roads around their schools; cases of carts before horses. This is the Government that doesn’t compel, and it doesn’t evaluate, in key areas. Minister, if the Government is serious about children’s safety on our roads, these are the two things that it is necessary for you to do. 

Minister, your guidance on setting speed limits, published in August 2006, urges Local Authorities not to implement 20mph limits on roads with a ‘strategic function’ or on main traffic routes, and says that Local Authorities should only implement 20mph limits if they can be ‘self-enforcing’ – in other words, if traffic is already moving slowly. Brake and our supporters do not accept this guidance. For anyone who cares about children – which surely is the human race – the most ‘strategic function’ of a road near a school, in a community – whether it is a major road or otherwise - has to be to allow that road to be crossed safely by the children. If we won’t lower speed limits on roads that need to be crossed to get to schools, we must rail off roads and build foot bridges over them or tunnels under them, or move the schools. But we have to get our children there safely. 
Let me give you an example. 100 young children are forced to cross the 60mph A3047 twice a day to get to Treleigh Primary School in Redruth, Cornwall, risking lives and making families miserable. There is a school lollipop lady who risks her life on a daily basis to stop the fast-moving traffic and concerned parents are calling for a lower speed limit zone, railings, high-visibility warning signs, and a pedestrian crossing. After a two-year wait, the council has only agreed to the ‘soft’ and cheap measures of warning signs and coloured tarmac, and says the road is not a priority for a 20mph zone because the school’s on a side road, 50 metres away from the A road; despite half the school’s kids living on the other side of the A3047. The council agrees that part-time lower speed limits could be used to slow traffic, but they’re not planning on investing in them. It says a pedestrian crossing isn’t ‘suitable’ because not enough other people cross at other times of the day. 

The single most frequent ‘reason’ that schools and parents are given by Local Authorities for not implementing clearly needed child safety measures is: ‘There haven’t been any deaths.’ Schools and parents have to get their heads around the concept that children’s lives must be sacrificed before anything will be done. Minister, I am sure you recognise that you cannot audit roads’ safety standards by looking at their road safety records. Children may just have been lucky up until now, and in urban environments, it is usual for deaths to be statistically ‘scattered’. Which child will die? When? If you live on a dangerous road, it’s just a matter of waiting. And praying it won’t be yours.

This is what a civilised society does. 

A civilised society implements 20mph speed limit zones in the areas where people live. The Netherlands already has 30kmph limits (about 19mph) on the vast majority of its urban road network – and the Dutch Government is working on the rest.

A civilised society ensures that its communities have widespread safety measures for pedestrians, including low speed limits, but also wide pavements and cycle paths, pelican and toucan crossings with longer crossing times for pedestrians and bikes, and traffic-calming measures. Most communities in Sweden, the Netherlands, Germany and Denmark have these measures and achieve consistently low child pedestrian death rates.

A civilised society makes a driver automatically responsible in law if they hit a child. They do in Sweden and the Netherlands.

A civilised society installs speed cameras in the heart of communities, regardless of whether deaths have happened, and works towards satellite controlled speed limiters in all vehicles, that can automatically control vehicles’ speeds to below a posted limit.  

A civilised society has regulations requiring vehicle manufacturers to reach stipulated standards for protection levels for pedestrians and cyclists in a crash. For example, bumpers that bend and ‘scoop’ pedestrians up, rather than barrel children under the wheels.

A civilised society has a target of zero child deaths and injuries. 

Our survey results released today, and in your press packs, confirm everything we know. They show that three-quarters of more than 16,000 children, from randomly chosen schools across the UK, feel plagued by fast traffic in their community; six out of 10 feel that even the roads around their schools are dangerous; and more than a third know someone who’s been knocked down. The children’s views are backed up by their teachers: eight out of 10 said children were at risk on roads near their schools.

This is despite half of the schools surveyed having School Travel Plans. And out of those with School Travel Plans, 84% said the roads around their schools put pupils on foot and bicycles at risk, and a third hadn’t done any road safety teaching in the past year. 
What must we do?

-Encourage communities to contact Brake for our e-campaign pack. Go to www.brake.org.uk and click on our community mascot, Zak the Zebra.
-Contact our Local Authorities chief executives and Highways Departments to urge them to carry out child safety audits and implement child safety measures, particularly 20mph zones and speed cameras. 
-Write to our MPs and ask them to lobby the Government for a default 20mph limit in built up areas and to lobby their Local Authorities for child safety measures.
-And we must all commit to slow down to below 20 in towns and villages. This is something we can all do today, tomorrow, forever. For the sake of our children’s futures – today, tomorrow, forever. Otherwise we should, forever, feel shame whenever we pass a child in the street.  
End/
� There were 178 child road deaths in the UK in 2006; on average, 14.8 per month. This means that on average, 116 children died on the road every 7.9 months.





