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for immediate release
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From:  Brake, the road safety charity 

Tel: 01484 559909 Fax: 01484 559983 E-mail: brake@brake.org.uk
FREE educators’ action packs launched for Road Safety Week to help prevent child road deaths and injuries 
Nurseries, schools and colleges are being urged to take action to tackle child road deaths and injuries by ordering free road safety action packs for Road Safety Week 2007. The pack, produced by Brake, the national road safety charity and funded by the Department for Transport, includes glossy posters to put up around your nursery, school, or college and can be ordered online by visiting www.roadsafetyweek.org and clicking on “educators”.  

Road Safety Week is held on 5-11 November and this year’s theme is child pedestrian and cyclist safety. This life-saving, awareness-raising national event is coordinated by Brake and supported by Direct Line, Green Flag Motoring Assistance and 3M. 
Recently-released Government statistics show that child road deaths increased by a startling 20% since 2005. Child pedestrian deaths rose by 13% and child cyclist deaths by 55%.
 Brake is calling  for Government action to tackle these casualties, and is calling on educators to get involved in Road Safety Week by teaching road safety and running local campaigns.
Educators are urged to visit www.roadsafetyweek.org and click on ‘educators’ to access everything they need to teach road safety, including:
· Curriculum requirements and horrifying facts about deaths and injuries of children on roads - for under 12s and 11-18 year-olds.
· An online guide to teaching road safety, split into sections for educators of pre-schoolers, Key Stage 1 and 2, and Key Stage 3 and 4. The guide includes advice on key messages to teach, lesson and activity ideas, plus information on organising practical roadside training, to help educators plan road safety education during Road Safety Week and year-round. 
· FREE PowerPoint presentations for use in the classroom with 8-11 year-olds, 11-15 year-olds and 15-18 year-olds. These feature interactive road safety activities, links to online video clips and teachers' notes. 
· An online resource catalogue to access hundreds of other free and low-cost resources – including DVDs, CD-ROMs, leaflets and workbooks.
· The best road safety websites - for pre-schoolers, Key Stage 1 and 2, Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4.
Educators can use Road Safety Week to run road safety lessons and assemblies and a range of other activities. In previous years educators have run road safety poster competitions for pupils, held campaigns for safer roads with local media and organised fun and awareness-raising fundraisers in aid of Brake. Educators can get ideas on setting up their own events by visiting www.roadsafetyweek.org and clicking on “What happened in previous years?”. They can also contact their local council’s road safety officer for advice and support. Educators are urged to tell Brake what they are planning via the Road Safety Week website – click on ‘tell us what you’re planning’ for a form.
Brake is also calling on nurseries, schools and colleges to support its national campaign for safer roads for children, ‘Watch out there’s a kid about!’. Through this campaign, and during Road Safety Week, Brake is campaigning for:
· Ring-fenced funding for specially-designed 20mph ‘safety zones’ to reduce driver speeds around schools and homes, where our children walk and cycle. 
· Increased investment in other road engineering measures such as pedestrian crossings and cycle paths. 
· Compulsory, effective, road safety education for children of all ages. 
Educators can sign Brake’s petition calling for funding for 20mph zones and are encouraged to promote the petition in school newsletters. Visit www.roadsafetyweek.org and click on the ‘protect our communities’ button to sign the petition. 

Jools Townsend, head of education at Brake, says: “It’s a national tragedy that so many children are killed and seriously injured every day on our roads. Every child road death is one too many and much more can be done to protect our children on roads: the UK has one of the worst child pedestrian death rates in Western Europe
. We’re urging educators to use the free resources available on our website to convey potentially life-saving information to pupils. We need to equip children with an understanding of the risks they face on roads – and how they can reduce their chances of being tragically killed or injured.” 

Jacqueline Wilson OBE, awarded children’s author and Children’s Laureate 2005 – 2007 says: "Children should be able to get out and about on foot and bicycles - it's crucial for their health, well-being and social development. Yet, as a nation, we are failing to protect our children on roads, so every week more families must face the heartbreak of a child's death or injury. We need to convince drivers of the importance of slowing down around homes and schools, and we need to educate children and parents about walking and cycling safely. I'm calling on schools, communities and families to get involved in Brake's National Road Safety Week 2007, to raise awareness about child road safety, and join the fight for safer communities."
Educators are also being urged to help Brake by conducting a survey of pupils to help find out about the vulnerability of children on UK roads, the results of which will be released during Road Safety Week. The hands-up survey can be run as part of a road safety lesson and is available via www.roadsafetyweek.org and clicking on “educators” or by clicking here. Surveys must be returned by 28th September.
Brake also runs a school affiliate scheme, where for a minimum donation of £10 educators receive termly mailings full of useful road safety articles and resources to use at school. Contact Brake on 01484 559909 or admin@brake.org.uk to find out more or register.
For media queries, contact Dianne Ferreira on 01484 559909
Brake is an independent, national road safety charity. Brake exists to stop the 9 deaths and 89 serious injuries that happen on UK roads every day and to care for families bereaved and seriously injured in road crashes. Brake produces educational road safety literature, runs community training programmes and runs events including Road Safety Week. Brake’s Forum for fleet professionals, the Fleet Safety Forum, provides up-to-date fleet safety resources to fleet managers. BrakeCare, Brake’s support division, cares for road crash victims through a helpline and other services.
 

Brake is funded by donations. Registered charity number 1093244.
End notes

[1] In 2006, 169 children were killed on roads, of which 71 were pedestrians and 31 were cyclists. (Road Casualties Great Britain: Main Results 2006, DfT 2007) This compares to 141 children killed on roads in 2005, of which 63 were pedestrians and 20 were cyclists. (Road Casualties Great Britain: 2005, DfT 2006)

[2] Table 51, Road Casualties Great Britain, (DfT, 2006)
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