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PRESS RELEASE

for immediate release

From:  Brake, the road safety charity 

Tel: 01484 559909 Fax: 01484 559983 E-mail: brake@brake.org.uk
Children’s author Jacqueline Wilson and bereaved mums call on parents to support Road Safety Week

Jacqueline Wilson OBE, awarded children’s author and Children’s Laureate 2005-2007, and bereaved mums are calling on families to get involved with National Road Safety Week, 5-11 November 2007, organised by road safety charity Brake, to help prevent child road deaths.
Recently-released Government statistics show that child road deaths increased by a startling 20% since 2005. Child pedestrian deaths rose by 13% and child cyclist deaths by 55%.
 Brake is calling for Government action to tackle these casualties, and is calling on parents to take part in Road Safety Week by supporting Brake’s campaign for safer roads and making Brake’s Stay Safe Family Promise.

This year’s theme for Road Safety Week is child pedestrian and cyclist safety. This life-saving, awareness-raising national event is coordinated by Brake and supported by Direct Line, Green Flag Motoring Assistance and 3M. 
Parental influence can be vital in preventing tragic deaths and injuries to children and young people on UK roads. Parents can log on NOW to www.roadsafetyweek.org for free guidance and to order resources to help prevent their sons and daughters being involved in devastating road crashes.

Parents are encouraged to get involved in Road Safety Week by: 
· Signing a petition calling for Government funding for 20mph zones around schools and homes. Visit www.roadsafetyweek.org and click on the “Protect our communities button” to sign the petition or print off a hard copy version to distribute to friends and family by visiting www.roadsafetyweek.org and clicking on “families”. 

· Making schools aware of free education packs available to nurseries, schools and colleges for Road Safety Week 2007. The education pack includes glossy posters and an online road safety teaching guide. The pack can be ordered by visiting www.roadsafetyweek.org and clicking on “educators”.  

· Holding a community event such as running a campaign for safer roads or organising an awareness-raising fundraiser in aid of Brake. For a small fee, Brake can provide participants with promotional resources, such as posters, balloons and T shirts. Visit www.roadsafetyweek.org and click on “communities”. 

· Making the 'Stay Safe Family Promise'. The Promise is aimed at families with young children (under 12) and provides advice on walking, cycling and driving safely which you can sign with your family. Visit www.roadsafetyweek.org and click on “families” to find out more.  
· Helping teenagers stay safe - if you are the parent or guardian of a young driver, or your child is a passenger of a young driver, download FREE advice on ensuring your sons and daughters stay safe. Visit www.roadsafetyweek.org and click on “families” to find out more.  


· Telling Brake what you are planning by visiting www.roadsafetyweek.org and clicking on ‘Tell us what you’re planning’.
Jacqueline Wilson OBE, children’s author, says: "Children should be able to get out and about on foot and bicycles - it's crucial for their health, well-being and social development. Yet, as a nation, we are failing to protect our children on roads, so every week more families must face the heartbreak of a child's death or injury. We need to convince drivers of the importance of slowing down around homes and schools, and we need to educate children and parents about walking and cycling safely. I'm calling on schools, communities and families to get involved in Brake's National Road Safety Week 2007, to raise awareness about child road safety, and join the fight for safer communities."
Bereaved Brake volunteers, Dionne Sheen from Salford, Lynda Hudd from Bristol and Christine Bradford from London and are joining Brake and Jacqueline Wilson’s calls for families to take part in the Week and are all available for interview.

Dionne Sheen’s daughter Amber Nell Bo Yee Lok was killed on foot on 29 January 2005, aged 13, near her home. She was on her way to use the public phone box when she was hit. She was killed on impact.
Christine Bradford’s son, Michael James Bradford, was killed in 2001, aged 14. He was on foot, and had just left home to go and meet his friends, when an uninsured driver hit him as he crossed the road. Michael spent nine days in hospital slowly dying. 
Lynda Hudd’s daughter Rebekka, from Pucklechurch, was killed at the age of 11 while on her way back from her grandma’s house. She was stood on the pavement and waiting for her brother when she was hit by a driver using a mobile phone. The force of the impact threw her 70ft.
Jools Townsend, head of education at Brake, says: “It’s a national tragedy that so many children are killed and seriously injured every day on our roads. We’re urging parents to get involved in the Week and join our fight safer communities. Brake is demanding 20 mph zones and other measures around schools and homes. Families can help us campaign for these vital measures as well as teaching children basic safety messages and making a commitment to slowing down in the car.”
For media queries, contact Dianne Ferreira on 01484 559909
Brake is an independent, national road safety charity. Brake exists to stop the 9 deaths and 89 serious injuries that happen on UK roads every day and to care for families bereaved and seriously injured in road crashes. Brake produces educational road safety literature, runs community training programmes and runs events including Road Safety Week. Brake’s Forum for fleet professionals, the Fleet Safety Forum, provides up-to-date fleet safety resources to fleet managers. BrakeCare, Brake’s support division, cares for road crash victims through a helpline and other services.
 

Brake is funded by donations. Registered charity number 1093244.
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